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COUNTY BOARD MEETING — AUGUST 31, 2026

Invocation — Tom Holbrook, County Clerk
Pledge of Allegiance
Call to Order — Chairman Mark A. Kern

Roll Call by Tom Holbrook, County Clerk; Present — 23; Absent — 5
Absent: Mr. Coers, Mr. Dinges, Mr. Hollingsworth, Mr. Meile, and Mr. Tieman (The
Chairman noted that members who are absent are excused.)

Public Participation- Susan Link — 153 Dianne Drive, Belleville - Expressed her
support for the White Clover battery energy storage system and encourages the
board to support as well.

Karen Sandefur — 2 Woodview Drive, Fairview Heights - Expressed her support for
the White Clover battery energy storage system and urges the board to support too.

Doug Gaines — O’Fallon - Expressed concerns about being in compliance with
mailing ballots through the USPS. He stated that we need to update the voter roll
and submit information to a portal for verification.

Unknown Male — Expressed his support for the BESS project and encourages the
board to vote for the project.

Approval of Minutes of July 20, 2026 Meeting
Motion to Approve
R. Mosley, Jr. - made
R. Wilhelm - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
Reports & Communications from the Chairman
Motion to Receive and File
S. Gomric - made
S. Reeb - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
Miscellaneous Reports
Motion to Receive and File
CJ Baricevic — made

S. Gruberman - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Committee Reports

a. Environment Committee:

1. Report

Motion to Receive and File 9-a-1
M. Smallheer — made
A. Bittle — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous



COUNTY BOARD MEETING MINUTES, cont’d.

August 31, 2026

Page 2

2. Res. #3168-26-RZ - Fayetteville Township — Request for a Special Use
Permit to Allow a 200 MW Energy Storage System in an Agricultural
Industry Zone at XXXX Bee Hollow Road in Mascoutah — Applicants,
White Clover BESS, LLC - Owners, Eugene and Nancy Stein — Grant
Mr. Cockrell said he is in support of the project but doesn’t like the
way the state forces us to automatically approve these projects like
we do with solar.

Motion to Approve 9-a-2

E. Cockrell — made

M. Smallheer — seconded

Motion carried with K. Dawson abstaining.
b. inance Committee:

1. Treasurer’s Report of Funds Invested
Motion to Approve 9-b-1
M. Crawford — made
S. Gomric — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

2. Approval to Receive and Place on File Intergovernmental Grants
Department’s 2025 Audit
Mr. Reeb said thank you to Mr. Stubblefield and staff and recognized
that it was a clean audit. Applause followed.

Motion to Approve 9-b-2
S. Reeb — made
M. Smallheer — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

3. Approval of the Flood Prevention District 2026-2027 Budget
Motion to Approve 9-b-3
S. Gomric — made
B. Allen — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

4, Approval of the Flood Prevention District Annual Financial Report for
the Period Ended September 30, 2025
Motion to Approve 9-b-4
S. Gomric — made
B. Allen — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

B Approval of Southwestern lllinois Flood Prevention District Council

2026-2027 Budget

Chairman Kern said we are heading towards the 500-year level and
the project is progressing. Chairman Kern said we believe the budget
will carry us to the 500-year level which was the original purpose that
was put forth by legislation.
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Motion to Approve 9-b-5
S. Gomric — made
B. Allen — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Approval of Southwestern lllinois Flood Prevention District Council
2025-2026 Annual Report

Motion to Approve 9-b-6
S. Gomric — made
B. Allen — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Approval of a Uniform Application for State Grant Assistance from the
lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority for the NCHIP Live
Scan to be Utilized at the St. Clair County Jail

Chairman Kern said this will be for fingerprinting.

Motion to Approve 9-b-7

M. Crawford — made

M. O’Donnell — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
Salary Claims

Motion to Approve 9-b-8

M. Crawford — made

CJ Baricevic — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
Expense Claims — Claims Subcommittee

Motion to Approve 9-b-9

M. Crawford — made
J. Moll — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

c. Transportation Committee:

1.

Ord. #26-1326 - Establishing No Parking on Either Side of South
Church Street Between South Belt East, IL Route 13, and
Environmental Drive

Motion to Approve 9-c-1
R. Vernier - made
A. Bittle - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3169-26-RT - Authorizing an Agreement with St. Clair County
Transit District for the Project Known as Bunkum Road Trail Phase 1

Motion to Approve 9-c-2

R. Vernier - made

S. Greenwald — seconded

Motion carried with K. Sharkey abstaining.

Res. #3170-26-RT - Authorizing a Funding Agreement with the Village
of Shiloh to be Used on the Frank Scott Parkway Fill-In Project from
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Green Mount Road to Cross Street and the Northern Portion of the
Green Mount Widening Project

Motion to Approve 9-c-3
R. Vernier - made
R. Wilhelm - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3171-26-RT — Authorizing a Permit to Socket Fiber to Install a
Buried Fiber Communication Line Crossing Frank Scott Parkway East
Approximately 400 Feet East of IL Route 159

Motion to Approve 9-c-4
R. Vernier - made
A. Bittle - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3172-26-RT — Authorizing a Permit to i3 Broadband to Install
Communication Lines Along the South Side of Frank Scott Parkway
West at the Intersection of Sullivan Drive Heading East

Motion to Approve 9-c-5
R. Vernier - made
S Greenwald - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3173-26-RT — Authorizing a Permit to i3 Broadband to Install
Buried Communication Lines Along Sullivan Drive from Huntwood
Road Heading North on Both Sides

Motion to Approve 9-c-6
R. Vernier - made
M. Smallheer - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3174-26-RT - Authorizing the Use of Portion of Saxtown Road
and Bohleysville Road for the Cider Man Triathlon

Motion to Approve 9-d-7
R. Vernier - made
M. O’Donnell - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3175-26-RT - Authorizing the Award to the Low Bidder DMS
Contracting, Inc. for the County Oil and Chip Program in the Amount
of $1,298,496.30

Motion to Approve 9-c-8
R. Vernier - made
R. Wilhelm - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Res. #3176-26-RT - Authorizing the Award to the Low Bidder Morton
Salt, Inc. to Furnish and Deliver Rock Salt in the Amount of $2,354,009

Motion to Approve 9-c-9
R. Vernier - made
J. Moll - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
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10. Res. #3177-26-RT - Authorizing the Firm Bacon Farmer Workman
Engineering and Testing to Prepare a Bridge Condition Report for the
Bridge which Carries Five Forks Road over Silver Creek in the
Amount of $24,603
Motion to Approve 9-c-10
R. Vernier - made
P. Henning - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

1. Res. #3178-26-RT - Authorizing a Modification to the Existing Contract
with Volkert, Inc. for the Bridge which Carries Press Road over
Richland Creek Due to the Increased Work Scope in the Amount of
$19,818
Motion to Approve 9-c-11
R. Vernier - made
P. Henning - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

12. Res. #3179-26-RT - Authorizing a Joint Agreement with IDOT for the
Improvements to Ashland Avenue and Old Collinsville Road in the
Amount of $303,710 or as Much as Needed to Match Required
Funding
Motion to Approve 9-c-12
R. Vernier - made
S. Greenwald - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

13. Res. #3180-26-RT - Authorizing the County Engineer to Purchase One
(1) Zero Turn Mower with Tractus Tires from Bi-County Small Engine
Center in the Amount of $17,399
Motion to Approve 9-c-13
R. Vernier - made
J. Moll - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

14. Res. #3181-26-RT — Authorizing a Modification to an Existing Contract
with Volkert, Inc. for the Bridge which Carries Old Collinsville Road
over Richland Creek Due to the Modified Scope of Services to Close
the Road for Bridge Replacement in the Amount of $42,486
Motion to Approve 9-d-14
R. Vernier - made
B. Trentman - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

d. Trustee Committee:
1. Res. #3182-26-R — Authorizing the County’s Acquisition of All Tax

Certificates for Properties on the 2025 Delinquent Properties Parcel
List at the 2026 Real Estate Tax Sale

Motion to Approve 9-d-1
L. Mosley — made
S. Greenwald — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
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10.

11.

12.

13.

2, Res. #3183-26-R — Delinquent Taxes

Motion to Approve 9-d-2
L. Mosley — made

S. Greenwald — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

3. Approval of Extensions

Motion to Approve 9-d-3
L. Mosley — made

S. Greenwald — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Grants Payroll and Expenses

Motion to Receive and File
S. Reeb - made

M. Smallheer - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

County Health Department Report

Motion to Receive and File
M. Smallheer - made

R. Wilhelm - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Department of Revenue Report

Motion to Receive and File
M. Smallheer — made

R. Wilhelm - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Comments by the Chairman
Executive Session — Pending Litigation / Workers Compensation

Motion to go into executive session at 7:50 p.m.
J. Moll - made

S. Gomric — seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Motion to return to regular session at 7:54 p.m.
M. O’Donnell — made
S. Gomric - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous

Motion to Approve final action authorizing the execution of the Settlement
Agreement and Release regarding the settlement of all claims in the matter of ST.
CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS v. DAVID S. WHITCOMB, et. al., Case No. 2023LA1315.
The total settlement to St. Clair County as Plaintiff is $520,000.00 in exchange for a
release of all claims.

Chairman Kern said for the media understands we are getting paid that amount of
money. Chairman Kern said it is not us paying that money out.

S. Gomric — made
K. Dawson - seconded M/C - RC - Unanimous
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14.

15.

Any other Pertinent Business —

Chairman Kern said we appreciate that most of you volunteered at the County Fair.
Chairman Kern said | am happy to report that the official total that we had 17,709
people attend the fair. Chairman Kern said the fair was successful and mother
nature wasn’t kind, but | think everyone had a good time. Chairman Kern said we
will be putting on a County Fair next year with added attractions. Chairman Kern
said additionally we have had two races at the track that have been very
successfully since the opening. Chairman Kern said Bob Trentman was driving the
green pick up. Chairman Kern said there will be a huge race October 17 and you
need to get your tickets now and all of these events make some money for the
county. Chairman Kern said along with record numbers at MidAmerica Airport,
things are going all well. Applause followed. Chairman Kern said we did end up in
the black, but we don’t have final numbers yet. Chairman Kern said Steve Reeb sang
the National Anthem several times during the fair.

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by M. O’Donnell seconded by J. Moll
that the Board stand adjourned until Monday, September 28, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., for the
September Meeting, and to convene in the County Board Meeting Room B-564, 10 Public
Square, Belleville, lllinois, when it will be the pleasure for all to attend. Motion carried
unanimously.

THOMAS HOLBROOK, COUNTY CLERK AND
EX-OFICIO CLERK OF THE COUNTY BOARD

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE













































































































































































































































































































































































































































